
FERAL CAT TRAPPING  
TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN PROGRAM 

 
Trapping feral cats is not easy.  They are very smart and their instinct for survival is keen.  Below are 
proven techniques for successfully trapping one to twenty or more cats at one time.  For multiple cats, 
it is best to trap all of them at once.  Otherwise, they become trap-wise or you will just end up trapping 
the same ones over and over. 
 
Advance planning is essential to ensure the greatest success.  You must be able to obtain sufficient 
number of traps for trapping and carriers for recuperation.  You must be able to safely and humanely 
transport the animals to the spay/neuter location.  You must be able to provide shelter and adequate care 
for one to three days following surgery.  The cats must be released back to the place they were trapped 
and you must continue to feed them.  Trapping and spay/neutering will prevent the colony from 
continuing to grow at an incredible rate with the birth of each new litter. 
 
1.  Pre-trapping Preparation 
-Call the AnimalSave's Spay/Neuter Clinic at 477-1706 to make an appointment and reserve traps  
-A couple of days before trapping, obtain a sufficient number of traps for the number of cats you intend 
to trap, plus one 
-Obtain enough towels or sheets to cover the traps as the cats are trapped   
-Clean and hose down the traps well to remove debris and odors from previously trapped cats 
-Place cardboard or newspaper on the floor of the trap where cats will walk (up to the trip-plate) 
-Zip tie the trap open so the cat can go in and out to feed 
- Place food in far back of trap behind the trip plate so cat must go all the way in to get food  
-Place traps in the area the cats are normally fed so the cats can investigate and get use to them  
-Feed at the same time every day so the cats get use to coming for food 
-3 to 4 days prior to setting traps - feed only DRY cat kibble 
-The day before setting traps, feed only ½ the usual amount of kibble so cats will be hungry enough to 
risk going into the trap 
-On the day you trap, do not feed except for the food used as bait in the trap. 
 
2.  Set-up for Trapping   
Plan to trap the early evening BEFORE the day of surgery.  If you wait until the morning of surgery, it 
is likely the cat will not show up (they have a sixth sense about these things).   
-Place about ¼ cup of smelly oil-based tuna or salmon or canned cat food at the far end of the trap, well 
behind the trip-plate.  Kittens usually like turkey/chicken pate, adults like fish flavor 
-Place traps on LEVEL ground in the shade.  Make sure that the front of the trap is clear so when the 
door shuts, there will be no interference 
-Place as many traps as possible where the cats usually eat, but space them 6-8 feet apart.  It is best to 
place them next to or along-side something - a tree, a bush, a wall or under a table so the trap is not in 
the open.  You may want to cover the trap with a towel or blanket so it feels less vulnerable 
-If ants are a problem, spray the ground with unscented ant spray or sprinkle the ground under and 
around the trap with baby powder.  Ants can’t navigate the baby powder.  Cats will not eat food 
covered with ants. 
 
3.  Trapping 
-Make sure domestic cats, dogs or other animals are confined 
-The environment for trapping should be calm and quiet 
-Set trap open and pretend to feed (call or shake dry food) and back off 



-As cats get trapped, immediately completely cover trap with a towel or sheet to  quiet the cat down and 
remove the trap as quietly as possible to a location where other cats to be caught can't see or hear it 
-Do not try to interact verbally or visually with the cat, you will only frighten it more.  Calm, quiet is 
important. 
-DO NOT leave traps unattended 
-If all cats are not trapped by the appointment day for spay/neuter, consider an overnight trapping 
ONLY if the traps are in your backyard and the traps are not likely to be bothered by predators – 
coyotes, dogs, etc.  
 
4.  Additional Hints 
-Make sure cats are not getting any food from neighbors while trapping.  They must be hungry to risk 
going in the trap 
-You can use about ½ teaspoon of wet cat food as a trail inside the trap from the front to the back of the 
trap 
-If it is raining, put traps under a covered area or put a plastic tarp or boards on top of the traps 
-Never put traps in the sun on warm or hot days 
-During surgery, it is customary to tip one ear so it will be obvious that the cat has already been 
spayed/neutered should it be trapped again in the future  
 
5.  Precautions 
Feral cats will be frantic and frightened when trapped.  Use care carrying the trap.   Use the handle on 
the top and support the trap with one FLAT hand or your thigh so the trap remains level when carrying 
it.  To avoid being bitten or scratched, DO NOT put your fingers through the wire of the trap.  Use care 
in feeding the cat during the post-operative period.  Calm, slow movements are important.  If you are 
bitten, you must seek immediate medical attention.  Cat bites can be bad and will most likely need 
antibiotic therapy. 
 
6.  Post-Operative Care 
-Feral cats must be kept in the traps or cat carriers they are sent home in to recuperate.  The 
traps/carriers need to be placed in a secure place (garage, shed, barn) where they are safe from 
predators and out of the weather 
-Keep the trap covered with a towel, sheet or blanket -  this will calm the cat 
-Carefully, place a bowl of wet food mixed with water in the front of the trap/carrier so the cat will 
have some fluids and nutrition 
-Female cats should be kept confined for at least three-nights following surgery 
-Male cats can be released the second day following surgery unless the weather is inclement 
 
Thank you for your help in reducing the feral cat population and ensuring a safer, healthier life for 
these animals.  Feral cat traps are available for rent through AnimalSave's Trap, Neuter, Return 
Program.  A $100.00 deposit is required for each trap.  We will hold your check and return it to you 
when the trap is returned.  You must have an appointment before obtaining a trap. 
 
Traps must be washed and clean of debris prior to their return. 
 
For additional guidance on trapping feral cats and to make an appointment for spay/neuter, please 
contact AnimalSave's Spay/Neuter Clinic at 477-1706. 
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